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The paper 
version is  
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document 
of record. 



The On-Going Challenge 

Government 
Data 

Accessible 

Accurate 

Described 

Complete 

Reusable 

Timely 



Document Formats 

Text 

XML PDF 

HTML 



Lessons Learned:  
Bills, Resolutions and 
Amendments in XML 



XML is a markup language that defines 
a set of rules for encoding documents in 
a format that is both human-readable 
and machine-readable.  



Element 

Attribute 

XML Basics 



Validate the XML with a DTD or Schema 



Lessons Learned:  
Bills, Resolutions and 
Amendments in XML 



The U.S. Code 

the general and permanent laws of the 
United States, organized into titles 
based on subject matter 



Lesson Learned:  
 Model the data as it appears 



Not this… 



Lesson Learned:  
              Avoid generated text 



Not this… 



Lesson Learned:  
  No attribute text in online or 

printed presentation 



Not this… 



Akoma 
Ntoso 

XHTML 

Lesson Learned:  
  Reuse elements and data models 

from other standards 



Best Practice: 
    User Manual 

http://uscode.house.gov 



Publishing structured formats 

Akoma 
Ntoso 

Increases efficiency of ICT 

Improves accountability of government 

Improves accessibility 

Empowers the public 

Provides higher quality of information 

Makes technology more human 



Library of Congress Data Challenge 





Data Challenge 

http://legislative-data-
mapping.challengepost.com/ 



Basic Legislative Workflow 

http://xml.house.gov/wep2014 



Finding Legislative Information 
United States House 

DOCS.HOUSE.GOV 
Text of legislation being considered now 

HOUSE.GOV 
House information 

CONGRESS.GOV   
House and Senate data and documents 

GPO.GOV    
all government documents 
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Thank you 
Merci 

Gracias 


